WEB 345: Lesson 5, Assignment 5

1. Visit several mobile-friendly websites that are similar to what you have in mind for your Final Project. Compare your Final Project plans with these sites.

As my final project, I plan to submit a personal resume and portfolio website, hosted on my own domain and formatted for mobile users. I have accessed similar sites, below, using an iPhone 3G handset, and made notes with reference to several usability guidelines (below). 

 

	SITE
	NOTES

	http://www.markmccorkell.mobi/mobile/
	· Site architecture and visual clarity very effective and efficient: five numbered/clearly labeled navigation options from home page

· Navigation is only enabled from child page to parent (home), not child to child; moreover the page name appears next adjacent the home page link in the footer area, which is confusing (since it is not a link)

· Site is twice as wide as it needs to be, creating unnecessary white space; preferably the margins would be 50% narrower, which would entail vertical scrolling (acceptable)

· Each portfolio page features an image (branding work, i.e. logos) and a short description of the work, with only as much detail as necessary 

· Images and font size should be larger to make the content easier and more pleasant to view

· No email or contact link; URI for “full website” is not hyperlinked

	http://www.justin-steele.com/site/mobile/
	· This site content is centered and images are sized for a small display, but the page rendered as though for a large display (had to be expanded on the Phone touchscreen*)

· Simple site with three portfolio pages (including home) to showcase photography

· Typography: white font on black background is very hard to read without expanding the display

· Portfolio images high quality and simply displayed (top to bottom)

· No email or contact link; phone number only 

	http://www.gordonwolson.com/iPhone/
	· Site renders appropriately for a small display (iPhone, as indicated by URI)

· Portfolio and resume site for a lighting designer; comprised of more content than any of the other sites reviewed here

· There is a problem with the number of windows the site launches:

· From Home, “Resume” launches a new window (a page with content organized into four columns) that is not sized for the mobile screen, requiring left to right scrolling to read rows. However, using the double-tap trick it’s easy to expand a column and scroll vertically to scan content.

· Similar experience with “Productions” page (new window, which launches another window for its Resume link and lacks  a Home link). 

· Yet within the Productions category (Operas, Plays, etc.), sub-categories and pages are rendered in the same window (enabling browser back/forward navigation)

· Each production page features thumbnails of the set, which link to a detail page with right/left navigation links to proceed through the portfolio (encountered at least one bad link)

· Many on- and off-site links are provided in the resume; but no link back to the home page 

· Downloadable PDF version of Resume available

· Below the home page, the current page and the name of the site publisher are featured in the window title only. 

· Contact email link is provided throughout the site 

· White serif font on black background is hard to read unless expanded

· Visited link colour is grey (hard to read) and therefore of little value

	http://www.ericklarenbeek.com/mobile/
	· The purpose of this site: “This is the portable devices website. Take your cell or other mobile device and browse to www.ericklarenbeek.com / mobile. Here you can download wallpapers, animations, screensavers, polyphonic or animal-realtones without any extra expenses.” 
· Home page features an animated GIF that doesn’t animate on the iPhone; small animated icons under the “Anima” category are animated, though

· The publisher’s CV is also presented, as well as an email link and phone #


   * I learned (just now) that you can double-tap a column on a webpage to expand/collapse the column in Safari Mobile

Usability Guidelines (a subset of http://web.mit.edu/is/usability/usability-guidelines.html)
Navigation

Current location within the site is shown clearly 

Major/important parts of the site are directly accessible from the main page 

Easy to use Search function is provided, as needed 

Functionality

Site accommodates novice to expert users 

Functions are clearly labeled 

User Control

Site reflects user's workflow 

User can cancel any operation 

Language and Content

Important information and tasks are given prominence 

Language is simple, without jargon 

Paragraphs are brief 

Links are concise, expressive, and visible--not buried in text 

System and User Feedback

It is always clear what is happening on the site -- visual hints, etc. 

Users can give feedback via email or a feedback form 

Consistency

Link reflects the title of the page to which it refers 

Browser page title is meaningful and reflects main page heading 

Architectural and Visual Clarity

Site is organized from the user's perspective 

Site is easily scannable for organization and meaning 

Site design and layout is straightforward and concise 

Site design and layout are redundant only when required for user productivity 

White space is sufficient; pages are not too dense 

Unnecessary animation is avoided 

Colors used for visited and unvisited links are easily seen and understood 

Bold and italic text is used sparingly 

2. Briefly discuss your short-term and longer-term plans for your project site (think: version 1, version 2, ...) For example, what features/functionalities are critical for your version 1 rollout; assuming you would continue to build out the project site, what would you add/revise/implement in version 2? 

Critical features for Version 1 include:

- Content to include: resume, portfolio organized by categories

- Password protection / user authentication for the Portfolio section of the site

- Portfolio samples also available as downloadable PDFs

Possible features for Version 2:

- Site search

- Blog?

- Academic portfolio (papers)
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2. Build a site diagram for your Final Project. Indicate how pages relate to each other, what interactivity is planned, etc.
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3. Analyze the content you plan to mine for your mobile site. Identify the pieces that cannot be used in their existing form (and therefore 

will need to be revised for mobile deployment), create a "to-do" list for your content.
	assess & inventory  > 

	 ID #
	ID Name
	Description
	Link

/Location
	File Type (format)
	Exists, Planned,  Wished 

	1.0
	Home
	Home (top-level) page
	/index.html
	text
	Planned

	2.0
	Experience
	Background, by category
	/experience/index.html
	text
	Exists

	2.1
	Positions Held
	Professional positions (jobs)
	/experience/positions.html
	text
	Exists

	2.2
	Education
	Degrees, institutions, dates
	/experience/education.html
	text
	Exists

	2.3
	Aptitude & Skills
	Technical skills and knowledge
	/experience/skills.html
	text
	Exists

	2.4
	Affiliations
	Professional association memberships
	/experience/affiliations.html
	text
	Exists

	3.0
	Portfolio
	Portfolio work, by category
	/portfolio/index.html
	text
	Planned

	3.1
	Context Diagrams
	Context Diagrams
	/portfolio/context/index.html
	text
	Planned

	3.2
	Flow Diagrams
	Flow Diagrams
	/portfolio/flow/index.html
	text
	Planned

	3.3
	Storyboards
	Storyboards
	/portfolio/storyboard/index.html
	text
	Planned

	3.4
	Sitemaps
	Sitemaps
	/portfolio/sitemap/index.html
	text
	Planned

	3.5
	Wireframes
	Wireframes
	/portfolio/wireframe/index.html
	text
	Planned

	3.x.x
	Sample Pages
	Individual work samples
	/portfolio/<category>/<pagename.html>
	text

image

PDF (link)
	text - planned

image - planned

PDF - exists

	4.0
	Contact
	Mailto: link
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a


